344	THE GOLDEN LOTUS
pleasant if she were not so suspicious and touchy. The other
day, when you were away, she quarrelled with me about the
dolly-pin. Fortunately, Sister Han and the Third Lady were
there to separate us. I did not mention the matter to you when
you came back. I can't imagine who told her that you care
for me, or when she found out. Has she spoken to you
about it?"
"Yes, she has," Hsi-m6n Ch'ing said. "I think the best
thing you can do is to go to her and say you're sorry. She can
never resist flattery, and she is very easily pleased. Her mouth
may be sharp but her heart is in the right place."
"That is so," Heart's Delight said. "We had that quarrel,
but the next day, when you came home, she was quite pleasant.
" She said you were very fond of her, but that the other ladies
were not able to rival me. I was to tell her everything, she said,
and she would be my friend."
""In that case, there is nothing to bother about," Hsi-mgn
Ch'ing said. "I will come to you to-night."
"Are you sure?" Heart's Delight said. "Don't tease me,"
"Why should I teasce you?" Hsi-mgn said.
Welcome Spring brought the key. Hsi-m£n Ch'ing tdd
her to open the cupboard door and take out the fur coat. The
maid shook it, then wrapped it up again.
"I badly need a good skirt and coat," Heart's Delight said
softly. "Will you get one for me while there is a chance? And
I should like a short coat, if there is one, belonging to my
mistress."
Hsi-men Ch'ing brought out a light blue silk coat, a
yellow skirt of soft silk, a pair of embroidered drawers and
some blue trousers. He gave them to "Heart's Delight. She
kotowed and thanked him. He locked up the cupboard.
Heart's Delight took the fur coat to Golden Lotus. She
was getting up, dressing her feet as she sat on the bed. When
Plum Blossom told her Heart's Delight had come with a fur
coat, she understood. Heart's Delight went in.
"Did your father send you?" Golden Lotus said.
"Yes, he told me to bring you this fur coat."
"Did he give you anything?"
"He gave me a dress for the new year, and told me to come
and kotow to y6u."

